Bodyscapes explores the ways in which the human body has served as a
structure to organize knowledge, understand and measure the world.
Analogies between the body and aspects of the world have informed
science, medicine, mysticism, psychology, and many other fields of
knowledge. Bringing together more than 150 works, dating from the
eighth century BCE to the present day, the exhibition examines questions
of proportion and the correspondence between the human form and the
environment. Bodyscapes invites viewers to engage 1n a sensuous and
intellectual experience — “a continuous interactive dance” between the

body and brain, to borrow the words of neuroscientist Antonio Damasio.

The human body 1s not merely a personal entity, but a carrier of meaning
that 1s linked, through a complex connective web, to the cosmos: a
microcosm of the macrocosm. The exhibition traces the use of the human
body to describe the world as an organic and ever-changing entity, and
nature as a productive and creative body. In the twentieth and twenty-
first centuries, new forms of reflexive self-scrutiny have sparked
artistic inquiries into 1issues of race, power structures 1n soclety,
gender, sexual orientation, and ecology. Artists focus on the body as
subject matter, creative tool, or site of performance. Corporeal and
mental boundaries are tested and stretched to make personal, social,
and political statements.

The exhibition 1itself 1s also modeled after the body: headed by the
cerebral-encyclopedic section Bodies of Knowledge, it continues -
via a kind of spinal column — to the sections Human Proportions
and Human Landscape. The final section, Body of Work, features video
works that offer an immersive experience and identification with the
performing boduy.
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