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Newsboys on Allenby Street, Tel Aviv, 1960 
From the exhibition Chris Marker: The Lost Photographs of Israel  
La Cinémathèque française, Paris



  

New Exhibitions 

Pharaoh’s Animal Kingdom The ancient Egyptians 
had a deep and special connection with the animal 
world. The animals that lived in the Nile, on its 
fertile banks, and in the desert regions beyond 
were an important source of their food and 
clothing, served them for transporting loads 
and for transportation, and became beloved 
pets. Furthermore, the Egyptians regarded the 
superhuman abilities of animals as symbols of 
divine powers. They therefore viewed certain 
animals as representations of gods and goddesses 
and even attributed magical significance to them. 
The exhibition – the first exhibition intended for 
children to be presented in the Archaeology Wing – 
deals with the ancient Egyptians' relationship with 
the animals that lived around them and how this 
relationship found expression in everyday life and 
in religion. Byron and Dorothy Gerson Gallery, 
supported by the William Davidson Foundation, 
L on map | Activity leaflets for children 
 From 6.4

Chris Marker: The Lost Photographs of Israel  
A world premiere of photographs taken in Israel 
in 1960 by Chris Marker – one of French New 
Wave’s most original and influential directors – as 
preparation for his documentary film Description 
of a Struggle. The photographs disappeared, 
but recently the negatives were discovered in 
the French Cinematheque. New prints of 120 of 
them can be viewed in the exhibition, together 
with rare archival material telling the story of the 
project and its influence on Israeli directors David 
Perlov and Dan Geva. Their films responding to 
Marker’s seminal film can also be seen in the 
exhibition, as can Description of a Struggle. In 
both photographs and moving pictures, Chris 
Marker’s witty, poetic, and almost prophetic view 
of the young country remains as incisive today 

as it was then. Robert and Rena (Fisch) Lewin 
Gallery, D on map | Hebrew and English-French 
catalogues  From 14.4

Mazal Tov! Milestone Moments in Jewish Life  
Torah binders – long strips of fabric bound around 
the Torah scroll to keep it closed when not in 
use – were made from the swaddling cloths of a 
newborn baby. After the circumcision ceremony, 
the fabric was cut into segments that were sewn 
together to form a long sash, which was embellished 
with painted or embroidered inscriptions and 
images and donated to the synagogue. The 
binders were mostly hidden from the eye, as 
the Torah scroll was covered by a sumptuous 
mantle. They are presented here in their full length, 
revealing each of their inscriptions and decorative 
motifs. Enhancing the display are other objects 
connected to the passage from childhood to 
adulthood – including an impressive selection 
of illuminated marriage contracts (ketubbot). 
The broad range of communities represented 
through these objects emphasizes the shared 
values that bind the Jewish people together. Bella 
and Harry Wexner Gallery, I on map From 14.4

From 11.5

The New Permanent Exhibition of Israeli Art 
The renewed display presents a selection of 
masterpieces from the early 20th century to 
this day, exploring the tension inherent in Israeli 
culture between existential fear and discontent, 
on the one hand, and an engagement with purely 
artistic issues and a yearning for beauty, on the 
other. The central space offers three modes of 
observation: on the right wall, works that gaze 
directly at Israeli reality, with all its attendant pain, 
anxiety, and humor; on the left wall, an idealized 
gaze that paints reality in idyllic and consoling 
tones; and, on the central wall, a gaze that goes 

beyond the seen, addressing the painterly space as a 
system of shapes and colors. The exhibition’s second 
space addresses the personal and metaphorical 
home, understood as a living space that enables 
seclusion and purification, remembrance and healing. 
The third space features works in which overt or 
repressed anxiety suffuses internal landscapes 
and emotionally loaded scenes. Above the entire 
display, the pendulum of our lives continues to 
swing, oscillating between fear and beauty, anxiety 
and hope. Israeli Art Gallery, E on map

Behind the Scenes: A Live Conservation Lab As 
part of the Israel Museum’s 60th anniversary 
celebrations, a transparent lab was installed 
in the gallery, allowing visitors to watch while 
conservators work and revealing the processes 
that are usually performed behind the scenes, 
before the objects are placed on display. The 
fascinating project brings to public awareness 
the importance of the objects' conservation for 
future generations while honoring the values of 
the past. Alongside the lab, a number of objects 
displayed in the exhibition space shed light on 
interesting conservation procedures and treatments. 

An interactive station offers information on 
materials, special work tools, techniques, and 
research methods, enriching visitors’ knowledge 
about the world of conservation. The project 
is a result of collaboration between the Israel 
Museum and the Heritage Ministry. Focus Gallery,  
D on map | Leaflet

Made in the Museum: 60 Years of Exhibition 
Catalogues This exhibition brings together for 
the first time over 700 catalogues published 
since the Museum’s opening in 1965. Arranged 
chronologically, they reveal the changing ways in 
which the Museum presents its collections to the 
public. Initially just inventories of exhibited works, 
over time they evolved into rich publications whose 
contents offer a deeper exploration of the exhibition’s 
themes, and whose design often makes them artistic 
objects in and of themselves. As the Museum’s 
collections expanded, the exhibitions became more 
interdisciplinary, allowing the curatorial staff to 
examine connections between objects drawn from 
such diverse departments as Archaeology and 
Contemporary Art or Ethnography and Photography, 
and fostering innovative ways of thinking about 
exhibitions, audiences, and cultural narratives. 
Browsing through the books may remind you of 
exhibitions you saw a long time ago, attesting 
to the catalogue’s power as a memento of past 
exhibitions and its role in shaping and preserving 
the Museum’s legacy for generations to come. 
Spertus Gallery, C on map

Dafna Kaffeman: Fragile Land Kaffeman’s works – 
combining contemporary glass rods and ancient 
raw glass chunks found in excavations to create 
local plants – were incorporated into the display of 
the Archaeology Wing, reviving the ancient glass 
industry that flourished on the northern coast of 
the country from the 4th to the 9th centuries CE. 
Bronfman Archaeology Wing, L on map

Opening hours: Mon, Thurs, Sat 10 am – 4 pm | Tues 4–8 pm | Fri 10 am – 2 pm | For opening hours during the holidays, see website 
Free entrance on Passover week (14–17.4) 10 am – 6 pm, (18.4) 10 am – 2 pm courtesy of Bank Hapoalim                         
Free guided tours and free entrance on Sat 19.4 courtesy of Crown Family Philanthropies 
Free entrance on Independence Day (1.5) and Museum Day (15.5)  
Free entrance for children on Tuesdays and Saturdays courtesy of Israel Museums and Arts, Canada (IMAAC) and David and Inez Myers Foundation, Cleveland, Ohio            

Follow us on 

Continuing Exhibitions 

As Promised: Posters from the Design Collection
presents a selection of Israeli posters created 
in the service of social and political ideologies 
dominant in Israel from before the establishment 
of the state until the early 2000s, expressing ideas 
about the home/land, geography, and the landscape, 
and conveying both ideological and commercial 
messages. The posters are from the collection of 
the Design and Architecture Department and the 
personal collection of designer David Tartakover, 
recently donated to the Museum. Their display in 
a unified setting inevitably brings to mind thoughts 
about our current situation. Design Pavilion, D on map

Interventions Six contemporary artworks have 
been placed among the objects in the permanent 
display in our galleries for Africa, Asia, and the 
Americas, as well as in our English Period Room 
and in the Wing for Jewish Art and Life. Challenging 
the canonical conception underlying these displays, 
they offer a new way to look at the acts of collecting 
and cataloguing and at museology in general. The 
“interventions” trigger points of friction between 
the past and the present, between the museum 
framework and ideas that transcend it – inviting a 
different understanding of the items on display and 
creating unexpected encounters between periods, 
objects, and meanings. 

Lucid Dreams engages with the universal theme of 
dreaming, crossing boundaries of time and geography 
to investigate dreams in art, material culture, and 
new media from a multicultural perspective. The 
exhibition and accompanying catalogue present 
180 works: ancient headrests, illuminated Jewish, 
Islamic, and Christian manuscripts, Chinese dream 
stones and Japanese Zen prints, alongside works 

in a range of mediums by artists from the last three 
centuries, from Goya’s powerful Sleep of Reason, 
through Surrealist visions, to contemporary creations.  
All of these express humanity’s never-ending 
desire to touch the dream and interpret it.  
We invite you to wander through the architecture of 
dreams; explore the connection between dreams 
and words; celebrate a century of Surrealism; delve 
into the meaning of dreams, mythical dream stories, 
and the ideas of Freud and Jung; and immerse 
yourself in the transformative power of art. Nathan 
Cummings Building for Modern and Contemporary 
Art, D on map | Catalogue

Yuval Avital: ALMA MATER A sound installation 
that draws on thousands of hours of traditional 
chants, whispers, and tales by women from 
diverse cultures and periods, merging archival 
recordings and sounds from nature with cutting-
edge technology, video, and artistic lighting. This 
immersive work embodies the nurturing spirit of the 
Great Mother archetype, creating a metaphorical 
womb of reconnection and healing. Its display is 
a prelude to the Museum’s major exhibition on 
sound art, opening later in 2025. 
Programming, synchronizing, and installation in 
cooperation with OFFBiT Collective, Beersheba. 
Ayala Zacks Abramov Pavilion, Design Pavilion, 
D on map | Leaflet

Joseph Hirsch: The Poetry of Sight Joseph Hirsch 
(1920–1997) was the youngest representative of 
the German-Austrian drawing tradition to settle in 
Israel. He dedicated his artistic career to figurative 
drawing, even when abstract and conceptual art 
movements were dominant. The subject of his 
poetic, at times ironic oeuvre was human beings’ 
loneliness and alienation, their pathetic attempts 
to forge connections and understand their own 

fate. Hirsch taught drawing at Bezalel and later 
in his private studio. His charismatic, humorous 
teaching style captivated generations of students. 
Hagit Gallery, E on map | Booklet  Until 20.4

Gaston Zvi Ickowicz: Field A video work filmed by 
photographer Gaston Zvi Ickowicz in the field where 
participants of the Nova party fled on the morning 
of October 7, alongside two photographic series 
exploring chilling details of the naturally beautiful 
site. Design Pavilion, D on map | Catalogue 

Divine Inspiration A familiar trope in European art 
shows heroes from ancient Greece, Hebrew prophets, 
Christian saints, poets, and artists lifting their eyes 
to heaven in quest of inspiration. Inspiration was  
often expressed as a shaft of light falling on the 
figure’s forehead or an angel descending from on 
high to touch the character’s lips, forehead, or hand. 
Inspiration could also be represented as deriving 
from malevolent rather than benevolent forces. 
Inspiration in all its forms is presented in paintings, 
drawings, and prints from the sixteenth century to 
the mid-twentieth century, alongside works by Israeli 
artists made in homage to European painting. Della 
and Fred S. Worms OBE Gallery, Lower E on map

More than Child’s Play: Rosa Freudenthal’s Arts and 
Crafts Workshop Between the two world wars Rosa 
Freudenthal used her Breslau home to promote 
traditional and contemporary Jewish art. She also 
developed and manufactured innovative children’s 
products that conveyed Jewish content in a modern 
spirit. These objects were widely sold and exhibited 
until Rosa’s repatriation to the land of Israel in 
1934. The exhibition presents rare surviving items 
created by the Freudenthal Workshop a century ago, 
focusing on the children's games collection gifted 
to the Museum by her descendants, while telling 

the personal story of Rosa and her family. Falk 
Information Center, F on map | Digital catalogue 
on website

Clay and Iron: Feminine and Masculine in African 
Cultures A gender focus on African objects in 
the collection reveals clear divisions as well as 
complementarity. Faith-dorian and Martin Wright 
Gallery for African Art, E on map | Booklet 

Special Displays

Tsibi Geva: After the Party
Israeli Art Galleries, E on map  Until 20.4
Lee Yanor, Hand Solo (video work) 
Spertus Gallery, D on map 
David Hockney: Tales from the Brothers Grimm
Kay Merrill Hillman Gallery, E on map 
Hans-Peter Feldmann: Shadowplay
By playing with shadows, the German artist 
transforms simple, everyday objects into 
magical imaginary theater on the gallery walls. 
The installation takes us back to a time when 
we were entranced by the shadows cast on the 
walls of our rooms and invites us to delve into the 
dreams and nightmares of childhood.
Bella and Harry Wexner Gallery, I on map New

A Time to Remember: Commemorating October 7 
The Cycle of the Jewish Year and Synagogue Route 
galleries, F on map 

Memories from Afghanistan | Catalogue • Picking 
Up the Pieces • Roman Emperors and Their Wives 
on Rare Gold Coins from the Victor Adda Collection 
• Sword of the Sea • Woman of Valor • The Lights 
of Canopus Manuscript
Bronfman Archaeology Wing, L on map

Arie Aroch, Agripas Street, 1964. Gift of Walter and 
Marianna Griessmann, London, to The Israel Museum, 
Jerusalem, and Tel Aviv Museum of Art



		

Museum Memberships 
02-670-8855 or members@imj.org.il 

Study Room for Prints, Drawings, and 
Photographs; Arturo Schwarz Dada and 
Surrealist Library; Norman Bier Section  
for Maps of the Holy Land  
By appointment only at (02) 670-8853, 8065 
Study Room for Photographs: (02) 670-8843

Axel Springer Art and Archaeology Library
Mon, Thurs 10 am – 4 pm | Tues 4–8 pm  
(02) 670-8084, 8886 | library@imj.org.il  
Museum admission ticket must be 
purchased in order to access the library

Museum Shop
(02) 670-8883 | www.imjshops.com
Sun, Mon, Wed, Thurs 9 am – 4 pm 
Tues 9 am – 8 pm | Fri 9 am – 2 pm

Modern Restaurant, Entrance Pavilion
Mon, Wed, Thurs | 12 noon – 4 pm 
Tues 12 noon – 7:30 pm | (02) 648-0862 

Meshek Ofaïmme Café, Entrance Pavilion
(052) 366-6850 | www.ofaimme.com 
Sun, Mon, Wed, Thurs  8:30 am – 4 pm 
Tues 8:30 am – 8 pm | Fri 8:30 am – 1 pm 

Please Note:
 •	 Until May 11: The Art Garden is closed for 

renovations; the Israeli Art galleries will be 
intermittently closed

•  The Rockefeller Museum is closed 
•  There are safe spaces in the Museum. 

Since we follow Home Front regulations, 
the information presented here is subject 
to change; check our website for updates

 •  Free admission for evacuees from the 
South and the North upon presentation of 
an ID card with address

Activity Kits (Admission not included)
Teddy’s Code (for families) | NIS 80, 
members NIS 72 
A Date at the IMJ (for adults) | NIS 64, 
Members NIS 50

For the Whole Family  

Exhibitions in the Youth Wing
1+1=Together An exhibition that depends entirely 
on your participation – building, drawing, playing 
music, and more.  

Illustration, That's the Whole Story Works by 
recipients of the Israel Museum Ben-Yitzhak 
Award for the Illustration of a Children's Book, 
2024. Youth Wing Illustration Library | Booklet 

Youth Wing Illustration Library
Mon, Thur 12 noon – 4 pm | Tues 4–7 pm  
Sat 10 am – 2 pm | Tel. (02) 670-8952 

Big Art for Little Artists 
Mon | 4:30 pm | Ages 4–6  A story and a 
creative activity, led by artist Michal Kerer 
Tickets on the website 
No activity on 7.4 and 14.4

Family Tuesdays 
In the Illustration Library Family story hour  
5 pm | Ages 3–6 | No extra charge
Recycling Workshop Think outside the box as 
you create works using unusual materials  
4–7 pm | NIS 20 | Members and Friends NIS 15

Story Time in English and Recycling 
Workshop Session Thurs 24.4, 29.5 | 4:30 pm   
Ages 3–8 | No extra charge

Passover Dream Camp 
6–10.4 8:30 am – 1 pm, grades 1 to 6  
NIS 220 per day | Details and registration on 
the website 

Triptychon 2025
28.4–15.5 Works by graduates of the Youth 
Wing's arts matriculation program. 
Wed 7.5 | 5–9 pm Triptychon Alumni Reunion 
Marking 25 years since the inception of the 
program. All alumni are welcome!

White Gloves Tours via Zoom 
for the blind and the visually impaired 
Mon 4 pm 
28.4 | Discovery of the New World and Its 
Treasures
12.5 | Celebrate the Festival of Shavuot and 
the Museum's 60th Anniversary
For details and registration contact  
yaelbe@imj.org.il

Gallery Talks with Curators
IN HEBREW | Meet at the Upper Level 
Information Desk | No extra charge  
Register in advance on the website
Tues	
1.4	 5:45 pm 	 More than Child’s Play
	 6:45 pm 	 Posters from the Design 	
			   Collection
8.4	 6:45 pm 	 Joseph Hirsch
22.4	 5:45 pm	 Lucid Dreams
	 6:45 pm	 Mazal Tov!
6.5	 6:45 pm	 Posters from the Design 	
			   Collection
20.5	 5:45 pm	 Posters from the Design 	
			   Collection			 
	 6:45 pm 	 Mazal Tov!
27.5	 6:15 pm	 Chris Marker		
	 6:45 pm 	 Gaston Zvi Ickowicz
Thurs	
24.4	 11:30 am	 Lucid Dreams
	 12 noon	 Gaston Zvi Ickowicz
8.5 	 12 noon	 Lucid Dreams

Expanded Gallery Talk
Tues | 6 pm
22.4 Shuka Glotman, co-curator of the 
exhibition Chris Marker, in conversation with 
director Dan Geva on his film Description of 
a Memory (2005) and on memories from his 
encounter with Chris Marker.
6.5 Shuka Glotman in conversation with 
director Matan Tal about his film The Invention 
of Chris Marker (2020)

Tues | 5:45 pm
6.5 Are We Alone? On types of Hominins 
that Roam the Land of Israel With curator 
Ahiad Ovadia and Dr. Alon Barash, Faculty of 
Medicine, Bar-Ilan University
27.5 New Middle East: The Disappearance of 
Large Animals and the Impact of Man 
With curator Ahiad Ovadia and Prof. Ran 
Barkai, Institute of Archaeology, Tel Aviv 
University 

Guided Tours  
Included in admission ticket
Hebrew and English: Mon, Thurs 11 am,  
12:30 pm, 2 pm | Tues 5 pm | Fri 11:30 am
Sat: Heb 11 am, 12:30 pm | Eng 11:30 am 
Spanish and French: Thurs 11 am 
Russian: Thurs, Sat 11 am
Register at Upper Level Information Desk 

Holocaust Remembrance Day
Thurs, 24.4 | "Remembering in the Living Room"
Details on the website
Fri, 25.4 11:30 am – 1:30 pm Screening of the 
film Among Neighbors (2024), followed by a talk 
with film director Yoav Potash
Springer Auditorium
 

Lucid Dreams Symposium
Tues 6.5 | 6:30 Lectures in the Springer 
Auditorium | 8 pm Dance performances in the 
gallery | Details on the website

Jazz Festival
Wed–Thurs, 21–22.5 | In the Art Garden
Details on the website 

Shrine of the Book
Films in the Shrine of the Book 
During Museum opening hours (except Sat)   
Free of charge | Hebrew with English subtitles
Temple of Man Dramatic film about the 
Qumran sect | 25 min | Every hour on the hour 
Animated Film The Discovery of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls | 22 min | Every hour on the half hour 

Ticho House 10 HaRav Agan St., 
Jerusalem (02) 645-3746
Sun-Thurs, 5–10 pm 
Passover week, 14–17.4 | 12 noon – 6 pm
Eser restaurant: (02) 622-2312

Exhibition
The Street of the Prophets: The Jerusalem 
Print Workshop at 50 | Ticho House at 40 
Two institutions occupy historical buildings 
in downtown Jerusalem – Ticho House, which 
served as a cultural haven in the early 20th 
century, and the Print Workshop, a hub of 
professional knowledge and inspiration. Works 
by Larry Abramson, Asaf Ben Zvi, Avital Cnaani, 
and Sharon Poliakine reflect their relationship 
to the two buildings

One Night, Sixty Years
Thursday, June 12 | From early evening into the night

An interactive art event that will reverberate throughout our campus, 
celebrating sixty years of art and cultural heritage at the Israel Museum.

Wander through the Museum’s indoor and outdoor spaces and experience the 
iconic collection (on view and in the storerooms) through short performances, 
innovative shows, works involving the audience, and more.

The evening will also feature twenty new artworks created specifically for 
the Museum’s unique architecture, inspired by the Museum’s holdings in art, 
Jewish culture, and archaeology.
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SAVE THE DATE



the israel museum 
celebrates �� years
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