Opening Introduction and Remarks

by Danny Ben Natan, Chairman of the Opening Session, 21.9.2008
      -     שלום

ברוכים הבאים לקונגרס הבינלאומי של שוחרי מוזיאונים

Welcome to the XIII World Congress of the WFFM on behalf of your hosts, the IM and the IC of the IM
Bienvenidos amigos

Bienvenue les Amis

Benvindos Amigos

Wilkommen

Valkommen

Velkommen

Dobro Pojalovat

Sveiri Atveyke
Szerto Koszontes

Benvenuti

Special welcome to their Excellencies the Ambassadors who have honored us with their presence: The Ambassador of Argentina, Senor Atilio Norberto Molteni, The Ambassador of Mexico Senor Frederico Salas and the Russian Ambassador, Piotr Vladmirovich Stegny.   
Introduce Head Table. Introducing myself.   
Recommend to those bringing greetings to feel free not to repeat.    

XIII World Congress of the WFFM. In Jewish tradition 13=Bar Mitzva, coming of age.

60th Anniversary of the State of Israel

Next week, Rosh Hashanah, Jewish New Year wish you all a Happy Peaceful and healthy New Year.

Delighted to welcome 165 participants from 27 countries:

Argentina
Australia

Belgium

Brazil

Canada

Cyprus

Denmark

England

La France

Germany

Greece

Hungary

Indonesia

Israel

Italy

Lithuania

Mexico

Monaco

Peru

Portugal

Russia

Singapore

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

Uruguay

USA
When we were entrusted with organizing and hosting the World Congress, we intended it to be practical and effective. The test will be if, once the Congress ends, you feel enriched and better equipped to go forth and improve the relationships between Museums, Friends and Volunteers.
We hoped for a quality participation of WFFM representatives, museum professionals, experts, friends and volunteers and looking at the list of participants it seems as if we succeeded in this goal.
You all deserve to be recognized. But…No names at this stage.

Will just mention that:

Six of the seven officers of the WFFM, led by our President – are here.

The Presidents of the Federation of Friends from Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Greece, England, France, Mexico, Portugal, Spain, and Sweden are present.

Senior professionals from the following museums:

-   The Art Gallery of Calgary, Canada

-   National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa


-   Canadian Museum of Nature


-   Canadian Muesum of Civilization


-   Nova Scotia Museum, Canada


-   National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, England


-   The Hermitage, Saint Petersburg


-   Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts, Moscow

-   National Museum of Fine Arts of Buenos Aires 


-   Museo Thyssen – Bornemisza, Madrid


-   The Australian National Maritime Museum, Sydney


-   Museum of Fine Arts, Budapest


-    Milwaukee Art Museum

And of course' The Israel Museum, Jerusalem.

Friends and Volunteers – Museum professionals and Independent experts,
You are all most welcome. 

 Introduce Carla Bossi Commelli, President of WFFM

Thank Clara

Introduce Maureen Cogan, Co-Chair of the IC of the IM who flew in especially from NY
Thank Maureen

Introduce Isaac Molho, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the IM.

Thank Itzik

Great Pleasure in introducing our Keynote Speaker, James Snyder, Director of the IM. The title of his talk is: "With a little help from our Friends – If the Beatles had only known how important Friends really are".
Thank James

We are now in for a special treat. The Young Garfinkel Twins, Alexander and David will be playing for us:

Gerswin – Pearls from Porgy and Bess

Paganini – Caprice No 24

Blues – Chocolate Lady

Jewish Jazz piece by Mozes

David and Alexander who will soon be 16 were born in Israel as third generation musicians whose parents immigrated to Israel in 1990 from the Soviet Union.
Despite their young age, they have played with the reputed Israel Philharmonic Orchestra and with major orchestras around the world earning prestigious prizes on the way.

They were personally chosen by Maestro Zubin Mehta to play at his 70th birthday party in Los-Angeles.

Need I say more?

Closing Remarks by Danny Ben-Natan, Chairman of the Opening Session,

Sunday, 21 September, 2008

-  Thank the Gurfinkel twins, Daniel and Alexander for their outstanding performance.

 

-  The program you received is your "Old" and "New" testament for the next four days. Hopefully, it is not open to interpretation...and will help you find your way.

Please try to stick to the schedule and not wave goodbye to the bus as it leaves on time...

 

-  The concept for the Congress is to devote the mornings to the academic sessions, while the companions tour, but re-unite all for the afternoon and evening program to enjoy together.
-  The format of the Congress is fashioned as an academic conference where the scholars most involved in the subject of the Conference are the speakers and active participants rather than external theoretical "experts" who come to teach us. 
 

-  The theme of the Congress "The Relationships Between Museums, Friends and Volunteers" is intended to be focused and practical. The yardstick for its success will be whether at the end you feel enriched and empowered and if we succeed in contributing even a bit to the relationships between Museums, Friends and Volunteers.

 

-  We have allocated ample time for Q & A and for discussion in each session and the concept for the closing session is that of a "Marketplace of Ideas" where all the speakers will be available to you for discussion, raising of additional ideas.

We want an inclusive, fruitful and interactive Congress so please feel free to take an active part. You are the Congress!

 
-  Mabat, my team and I are here to solve any challenges (we don't recognize "problems"...) you may have.

-  Finally we want to thank our President Carla Bossi Comeli and V.P for South America Nelly de Blaquier. Thanks to their personal generosity we have with us 22 scholarship recipients from 10 Countries  who will be taking an active part in the Congress and who will return to their Countries enriched to "spread the word" of friends in support of their Museums.

 

-  Thank you all for coming and let's now move upstairs for some culinary enrichment.

 

 

